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“There are an awful lot of scientists today who believe that before very long 

we shall have unraveled all the secrets of the universe. There will be no puz-

zles anymore. To me it’d be really, really tragic because I think one of the 

most exciting things is this feeling of mystery, feeling of awe, the feeling of 

looking at a little live thing and being amazed by it and how it’s emerged 

through these hundreds of years of evolution.” - Dr. Jane Goodall 

Have you ever wondered why hu-
mans vary in the way that we do?  
Or what that variation tells us 
about a person, a group of peo-
ple, or humanity as a whole?  Bio-
logical anthropology—the study 
of how humans evolved—
answers these questions. 
 
This course will trace the origins 
of humanity from very early pri-
mates through extinct hominids 
to arrive at modern people. Stu-
dents in this course will learn the 
basics of evolutionary theory and 
genetics, investigate the fossil 
record, observe contemporary 
non-human primates, and apply 
this knowledge to an understand-

ing of modern human diversity.   
 
ANT2511 is designated as a Gen-
eral Studies course. The General 
Studies curriculum at the Universi-
ty of West Florida is designed to 
provide a cohesive program of 
study that promotes the develop-
ment of a broadly educated per-
son and provides the knowledge 
and skills needed to succeed in 
university studies. This course has 
been approved as meeting your 
requirement in the Natural Scienc-
es area.  The major General Stud-
ies learning outcomes for this 
course are Writing and Infor-
mation Literacy. 

Dr. Kristina Killgrove 
is an anthropologist specializing in the analysis of 
human skeletons from archaeological sites in the 
Roman Empire. 
Office: Building 13, Room 129 
Office Hours: Wed/Fri 12-1:30pm, or by appointment 
Email: killgrove@uwf.edu 

Course Description 

Homo erectus by 
John Gurche, 
Paleo-Artist 



Introduction to Biological Anthropology 

Exams (80%): There will be four 
exams given in this course during 
the semester.  Each exam will 
count as 20% of your course grade.  
There will be one make-up exam, 
given on the day and time of the 
final (April 29 at 11am). This make-
up  is optional;  it will be cumula-
tive and will replace your lowest 
exam score.  Each exam will have 
3 points of extra credit available. 
 
Response Papers (15%): In addition 
to your course text, you will read 
three chapters from the Marks 
book. For each, you will write a 
short,  two-page response paper. 
Should you wish to improve your 
writing grade, you can write one 
additional response paper, and 
the highest three grades will 

count towards your course grade.  
 
Attendance (5%): You are encour-
aged to attend class every day, 
and your understanding of the 
material will improve if you do.  
Rather than taking roll, however, I 
will give 5 pop quizzes during the 
semester. Each quiz will have 4 
multiple choice questions, all of 
which will come from StudySpace. 
You will have about 5-7 minutes to 
complete these quizzes and can 
earn either .5 (2-3 questions right) 
or 1 (all 4 questions right) point. 
These quizzes are therefore de-
signed to ensure you are keeping 
up with both reading and lectures. 
 
The withdrawal deadline for this 
course is March 22. 
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Required:   
 Larsen, C.S. 2010. Our Origins: Discover-

ing Physical Anthropology, 2nd edition. 
W.W. Norton.  ISBN:  978-0393934985. 

 
Recommended:  
 Marks, J. 2011. The Alternative Introduc-

tion to Biological Anthropology. 
 

Learning 
Objectives  

Students who complete this 
course successfully will be 
able to: 
 
 Explain the mechanisms 

of evolution. 
 
 Summarize the effects of 

biological evolution on 
modern human variation. 

 
 Define anthropology’s 

biocultural approach to 
understanding humans. 

 
 Solve basic genetics prob-

lems by applying Mendeli-
an principles and Hardy-
Weinberg theory. 

 
 Construct a taxonomy of 

living primates and identi-
fy their features. 

 
 Describe key events in 

human evolutionary his-
tory. 

 
 Differentiate the major 

hominid species through 
morphological features. 

 
 Articulate current theo-

ries on the origins of hu-
mans as well as the sup-
porting evidence. 

 
 Observe the current 

changes in our under-
standing of human ori-
gins through recent ge-
nomic advances. 

 

Texts 

Grading 

Behavior 

100-93 92-90 89-87 86-83 82-80 79-77 76-73 72-70 69-67 66-60 59-0 

A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D+ F D 

This class will sometimes cover controversial topics such as gender, ethnicity, and 
race. All efforts will be made to present information in a social scientific manner as 
well as to encourage productive dialogue and discussion. I expect all students to 
treat each other and me with respect at all times. No opinions or speech that dis-
criminate against or are derogatory towards others on the basis of race, ethnicity, 
age, gender, religion, sexual orientation, political affiliation, or disability will be tol-
erated. 
 
Laptop use in class is permitted, but students engaging in overt and constant web 
surfing will be asked to close their computers, as this distracts the entire class.  
Students should also refrain from unacceptable behavior such as sleeping, using 
their cell phones, or talking with classmates at inappropriate times. Such behaviors 
will result in the student’s being asked to leave the classroom. 
 
The Student Code of Conduct applies to this class. Quizzes and exams are closed 
book. All written reports must also be the work of each individual student. If you 
have questions, see me before undertaking an assignment. 
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Making Up Work 
 
 Pop Quizzes cannot be 

made up. 
 
 There is one make-up 

exam opportunity, dur-
ing the scheduled final 
exam period. 

 
 There is one make-up 

response paper oppor-
tunity, due the day of 
the final exam. 

 
 Any student who fore-

sees attendance prob-
lems should see me early 
in the semester. 

 
Late Work 
 
 The deadlines for the 

response papers are 
firm. Late papers will be 
penalized five points per 
day. 

 
 Papers will not be ac-

cepted 10 days after the 
due date; they will in-
stead receive a zero. 

 
Extra Credit 
 
 Three points of extra 

credit will be available 
on each exam. 

Attendance 

Lab (ANT2511L) 

Collaboration                                    Academic Dishonesty 

Evaluation 

Student Disability Resources 

Missed 
Class? 

College courses are about learning a wealth of material in a short period of time, with 
the goal of being able to think critically about the topic at hand.  As such, attendance 
at lecture will greatly increase your ability to understand biological anthropology.  
Additionally, regular attendance will improve your pop quiz grades (5% of your semes-
ter grade). 

College courses are also about practicing what you have learned in a small, hands-on 
environment to facilitate your comprehension of the material.  As such, each student 
is encouraged to register for one of the four lab sections for this class.  These are in-
dependent courses (in that they are listed separately as ANT2511 and ANT2511L), but 
lab is designed to expand and build on the topics covered in lecture each week. 

All work should be done in this class indi-
vidually.  
 
Collaboration is NOT allowed in the follow-
ing situations: 

 During exams or quizzes. 

 While writing the response papers. 
(Although you may discuss the themes 
or merits of the essays with other stu-
dents, do not share drafts or otherwise 
collaborate on the writing.) 

Questions about collaboration should be 
directed to Dr. Killgrove. 
 

The Student Code of Conduct sets forth the 
rules, regulations, and expected behavior 
of students enrolled at UWF. It is the stu-
dent’s responsibility to read the Student 
Code of Conduct and comply with these 
expectations. The Academic Misconduct 
Policy defines various forms of academic 
misconduct.  These will not be tolerated in 
this class and will result in action being tak-
en by the instructor. 
 
All students need to complete the UWF 
plagiarism prevention exercise and forward 
their score to Dr. Killgrove by January 11: 

You will be asked to evaluate your in-
structor at the end of the semester. This 
is your chance to indicate what is work-
ing and what is not working, and I will do 
my best to address your suggestions for 
future courses. 

The Student Disability Resource Center sup-

ports an inclusive learning environment for 

all students.  If there are aspects of the in-

struction or design of this course that hinder 

your participation, such as time-limited ex-

ams, inaccessible web content, or the use of 

non-captioned videos and podcasts, please 

notify the instructor or the SDRC as soon as 

possible—sdrc@uwf.edu or 850-474-2387. 

Appropriate academic accommodations will 

be determined based on the documented 

needs of the individual. 

http://library.uwf.edu/Webquiz/quizzes/module_plagiarism/Default.asp  

LINKS 
 

Course Website 

 MyUWF, eLearning 

 

Schedule an Appointment with Dr. K 

 http://tinyurl.com/ANT2511Appt 

 

BioAnthropology News 

 facebook.com/groups/BioAnthNews 

 

Study Space for Our Origins 1 and 2 

 wwnorton.com/college/anthro/our-origins 

 wwnorton.com/college/anthro/our-origins2 
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  Monday Wednesday Friday 

Week 1 
1/7-11 
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Intro 
Reading: Syllabus 
 

Scientific Method 
Reading: Ch 1 
Reading: Marks Ch 1 

Evolution and Darwin 
Reading: Ch 2 

Week 2 
1/14-18 

Advances Post-Darwin Cells and DNA 
Reading: Ch 3 

Protein Synthesis 

Week 3 
1/21-25 

No Class—MLK Day Genetic Polymorphisms 
 

Four Forces of Evolution 
Reading: Ch 4 

Week 4 
1/28-2/1 

Hardy-Weinberg  
Equilibrium 

Population Genetics 
Review 

EXAM 1 

Week 5 
2/4-8 
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Race, Sex, and Age 
Reading: Ch 5 

Continued Adaptation 
Due: Response Paper 1 

What is a primate? 
Reading: Ch 6 

Week 6 
2/11-15 

Types of Primates 
Reading: Marks Ch 8 

MOVIE—BBC, Life in the 
Trees 

Primates Are Social 
Reading: Ch 7 

Week 7 
2/18-22 

Primates Have Culture Primates Communicate Fossils 
Reading: Ch 8 

Week 8 
2/25-3/1 

Geologic Time, Methods 
of Dating 

Review 
EXAM 2 

Week 9 
3/4-8 P
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Why did primates 
emerge? 
Reading: Ch 9 

When did primates 
emerge? 
Due: Response Paper 2 

Why did primates leave 
Africa? 

Week 10 
3/11-15 

No Class – Spring Break  

Week 11 
3/18-22 

What is a hominid? 
Reading: Ch 10 

Why did hominids 
emerge? 

MOVIE—PBS, Becoming 
Human (Part 1) 

Week 12 
3/25-29 

Pre-Australopithecines Australopithecines 
EXAM 3 

Week 13 
4/1-5 B
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Homo habilis 
Reading: Ch 11 

Homo erectus 
Reading: Marks Ch 11 

Early Homo sapiens 
Reading: Ch 12 

Week 14 
4/8-12 

Neandertals, Denisovans, 
and Hobbits 

MOVIES—Wells and 
Pääbo TED talks 

Modern Homo sapiens 
Due: Response Paper 3 

Week 15 
4/15-19 

Peopling the World Agricultural Revolution 
Reading: Ch 13 

Future of the Body 
Reading: Ch 14 

Week 16 
4/22-26 

Course Wrap-Up Review EXAM 4 

Finals 
4/29-5/3 

 

Make-up Exam—11 am 
Make-up Paper Due 

(Marks Ch 13) 

 
 

Withdrawal Deadline: Friday, March 22 
 

Amendment of Syllabus: This syllabus may need to be amended during the semester due to scheduling or other reasons. 
In the event of a minor change, I will email all students. In the event of a major change, I will amend the syllabus, email it 
to all students, and post it online. 
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Lab Outline 

Email is generally the best 
way to contact us. Please 
note in the subject line 
which course you are tak-
ing (e.g., ANT2511) for a 
quicker reply.  
 
Do be sure to check the 
syllabus and course outline 
first, as we will not re-
spond when the answer 
can be found in one of   
these documents.  
 
Should you have questions 
or concerns about your 
grade, you will need to 
come talk to your instruc-
tor during office hours or 
during another pre-
arranged time. 

 
How to contact 

your instructor... 

ANT2511L 
 

Expectations 
 
Labs are designed 
to enhance the stu-
dent’s understand-
ing of the lecture 
topics through a 
hands-on approach.   
 
Attendance each 
week is mandatory. 
 
Students may make 
arrangements to 
attend one of the 
other scheduled 
labs with the per-
mission of the in-
structor. 
 
Students will be 
limited to two of 
these changes per 
semester. 
 

Grading 
 
Participation and 
Attendance—50% 
  13 labs 
     - 10 points each 
     - 1 drop 
 
Quizzes—25% 
   6 quizzes 
     - 12 points each 
     - 1 drop 
 
Homework—25%  
   6 homeworks 
     - 12 points each 
     - 1 drop 
 
Total—100%, 240pts 
 
Grades in ANT2511L 
are independent of 
grades in ANT2511. 

Lab Instructors 
 

 
Stephanie Ward— 
   Tu 1-4pm, Th 1-4pm 
  saw24@students.uwf.edu 
 
Nelma Bell— 
   W 1-4pm, W 6-9pm 
   nkb5@students.uwf.edu 
 

Lab Location 
 

All lab sections meet in: 
Building 13, Room 114 
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 Topic 

Week 1 
1/7-11 

No lab 

Week 2 
1/14-18 

Lab 1: Scientific Method 

Week 3 
1/21-25 

Lab 2: Genetics I (Mendelian Genetics) 
Quiz 1 

Week 4 
1/28-2/1 

Lab 3: Genetics II (Hardy-Weinberg) 
Homework 1 Due 

Week 5 
2/4-8 

Lab 4: Skeletal Anatomy 
Quiz 2 

Week 6 
2/11-15 

Lab 5: Primate Classification and Adaptation 
Homework 2 Due 

Week 7 
2/18-22 

Lab 6: Primate Observation 
Quiz 3 

Week 8 
2/25-3/1 

Lab 7: Anthropometry; Discussion of Primates 
Homework 3 Due 

Week 9 
3/4-8 

Lab 8: Fossils 
Quiz 4 

Week 10 
3/11-15 

No lab—Spring Break 

Week 11 
3/18-22 

Lab 9: Pre-Australopithecines 
Homework 4 Due 

Week 12 
3/25-29 

Lab 10: Australopithecines 
Quiz 5 

Week 13 
4/1-5 

Lab 11: Homo habilis and Homo erectus 
Homework 5 Due 

Week 14 
4/8-12 

Lab 12: Neandertals and Homo sapiens 
Quiz 6 

Week 15 
4/15-19 

Lab 13: Humans’ Future 
Homework 6 Due 



Some Suggestions for a Successful Semester 
 
 DO attend class every day. 
 
 DON’T forget to do the assigned reading for the week. 
 
 DO use the discussion forum on the course’s eLearning 

page to share lecture notes and links with classmates. 
 
 DON’T let your response papers be an afterthought.  

Read (and reread) the chapters then write thoughtful-
ly! 

 
 DO come to Dr. Killgrove’s office hours if you have 

questions or concerns about the course, labs, papers, 
grades, etc. 

 
 DO think ahead.  The best scientists try to predict what 

will happen based on the information they already have 
and the new facts they are learning. 

Introduction to Biological Anthropology Page 6 

Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Images from: 

 Brehm’s Life of Animals 
(1927), via Wikimedia Com-
mons 

 W.W. Norton’s Our Origins 

 John Gurche, Paleo-Artist 
(gurche.com) 

 Human Skeletal System on 
ClipArt Etc (etc.usf.edu) 

If you are interested in a major in Anthropology, you should contact the Depart-
ment of Anthropology at 850-474-2797. If you are undecided about your major, 
you should contact your academic advisor or the Career Center at 850-474-2254. 


