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course 
goals

By the end of the semester, students will be 
able to: 

•Speak knowledgeably about traditional 
and social media use in anthropology. 

•Discuss problems with pre-mature 
presentation in anthropology. 

•Explore new techniques 
and technology ap-
plicable to anthropo-
logical research 
and practice. 

•Produce i nno -
v a t i v e , h i g h -
q u a l i t y p r e -
sentations. 

•Understand how 
to make anthro-
pology more visible 
to the public and how 
to become one of the 
public faces of anthro-
pology.

This seminar course will focus on the ways 
we can use our anthropological training to 
present the subject we're most passionate 
about to a variety of different audiences 
using a variety of different tools. Students 

will move beyond traditional notes-
a n d - P o w e r P o i n t 

presentations and will 
t h i n k c r e a t i v e l y 

a b o u t w h a t 
c o n s t i t u t e s 
presentation of 
d a t a o r 
information in 
anthropology. 
We will read 
articles on the 
b e n e fi t s o f 

adopting new 
m e t h o d s o f 

presentation, and 
we will discuss the 

drawbacks inherent in 
a w o r l d w h e r e 

information is being published 
and news - i fied rap id l y. Un l i ke 

traditional seminar courses, this one will also 
involve a great deal of required web-surfing 
and interacting with social and online 
media: watching video clips, reading blog 
posts, listening to podcasts, curating a 
course wiki, and taking steps towards 
becoming one of the faces of anthropology.

As this course is a bit non-traditional, there 
are no textbook requirements. We will read 
several peer-reviewed articles and book 
chapters, and we will consume a wealth of 
online content in a variety of media formats.

course 
description

texts

class wiki 
presentinganthropology.wikispaces.com

http://presentinganthropology.wikispaces.com
http://presentinganthropology.wikispaces.com


Discussion and Participation — 20% 

Your grade for this requirement will be 
based on: 1) Par t icipation in class 
discussions and in critiques of others' 
projects (in person and/or on the wiki). 2) 
Acting as discussion leader for two weeks. 
You will lead discussion of the topic and 
reading for the week, creating several 
question prompts. These will be posted in 
advance of the course meeting.  

Projects — 60% 

There will be six projects or challenges 
throughout the course of the semester, each 
with two parts: 1) Social Media; 2) Print; 3) 
Audio; 4) Video; 5) Kids; 6) Avant-Garde. 
The first two are individual projects, but for 
the last four, you will work in pairs (that will 
change each time).  

Final Portfolio — 20%  

Your portfolio will consist of your three best 
semester projects, revised and resubmitted. 
In addition, you will write a 10-page paper 
explaining the rationale behind these 
projects, including the research and/or 
theory behind your creations.

Attendance 

This is a graduate-level professional seminar.  
As such, I expect you to attend class every 
week and to have read and/or completed 
the assignments. Please clear absences with 
me ahead of time if at all possible. 

Collaboration 

Collaboration is allowed and encouraged on 
many of the projects. When you work in a 
group, please ensure that work is divided 
relatively fairly and that each member of the 
group gets a chance to be heard. You may 
be asked to explain during your presentation 
which parts of the project were the 
responsibility of which group member. The 
written assignment associated with the final 
portfolio should be done individually, even if 
one or more of the projects was a group 
effort. 

Academic Misconduct 

The Student Handbook sets forth the rules, 
regulations, and expected behavior of 
students enrolled at UWF. It is the student’s 
responsibility to read the Student Handbook 
and comply with these expectations. The 
Academic Misconduct Code defines various 
forms of academic misconduct. These will not 
be tolerated in this class and will result in 
action being taken by the instructor.

SDRC — The Student Disability Resource Center supports an inclusive learning environment 
for all students. If there are aspects of the instruction or design of this course that hinder your 
participation, please notify the instructor and the SDRC as soon as possible at sdrc@uwf.edu. 
Appropriate academic accommodations will be determined based on the documented needs 
of the individual. 

requirements miscellany
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course 
outline

Anthropology, Digital Humanities, 
and Web 2.0 
Week 1 (Aug 24) 

Topic: Intro to the course, instructor, and 
students. 

Assignment 1: Get used to working within 
the wiki by: creating a login and writing 
a bit about yourself and why you want to 
take this class on the About You page. 

Assignment 2: Sign up to be discussion 
leader using the Discussion Leaders 
page. 

Discussion: Questions about the course 
content, delivery, requirements, etc. 
Suggestions for topics to cover. 

Week 2 (Aug 31) 

Topic: Anthropology, Digital Humanities, 
and Web 2.0 

Discussion: See the Reading List. No 
discussion leaders this week. 

Social Media Challenge 
Week 3 (Sept 7) 

Topic: What does the social media 
landscape for anthropology look like? 

Guest Speaker: Charlotte Noble, University 
of South Florida, "This Is Anthropology" 

Assignment 1: Familiarize yourself with the 
anthro social media landscape.  

Discussion: See the Reading List. Twitter 
project (Social Media Challenge I) will 
be introduced as well.

Week 4 (Sept 14) 

Topic: What are the benefits and drawbacks 
to opening up conversations about 
anthropology to the public? 

Assignment 1: Create your academic-social 
persona (on Academia.edu). 

Assignment 2: Social Media Challenge I. 
Start your long-term Twitter challenge 
project and come prepared to talk about 
your plans.  

Assignment 3: Social Media Challenge II. 
Create an infographic about any topic 
you want. Share with the class and on 
Twitter. 

Print Challenge 

Week 5 (Sept 21) 

Topic: How is anthropology presented in 
print? 

Guest Speaker: Bre Garrett, UWF English 

Discussion: See the Reading List.  

Assignment 1: How are anthropologists are 
using printed material to explain their 
research and opinions? 

Assignment 2: Find an example of a good 
poster and an example of a bad poster 
(or pamphlet, flyer, etc.). Be prepared to 
discuss.



course 
outline

Week 6 (Sept 28) 

Topic: Designing printed material for an 
anthropological audience 

Assignment 1: Print Challenge I. Write either 
a press release or an op-ed. Be 
prepared to present or talk about your 
topic in class. 

Assignment 2: Print Challenge II. Create 
something else printed (or print-able). Be 
prepared to present it, justify your design 
decisions, and take critiques and 
criticism. 

Audio Challenge 
Week 7 (Oct 5) 

Topic: How is anthropology presented on 
radio/podcasts/etc.? 

Guest Speaker: Mike Thomin, FPAN 

Discussion: See the Reading List.  

Assignment: Find a good example of audio 
media covering an anthropological 
topic. Be prepared to present to class 
and discuss. 

Week 8 (Oct 12) 

Topic: Designing audio media for an 
anthropological audience 

Assignment 1: Audio Challenge I. In pairs, 
record an interview. 

Assignment 2: Audio Challenge II. Alone or 
in a group, create something else based 

wholly or in large 
part on audio.

Video Challenge 

Week 9 (Oct 19) 

Topic: How is anthropology presented on 
video and in other visual media? 

Guest Speaker: Mike Thomin, FPAN 

Discussion: See the Reading List.  

Assignment: Find a good/bad example of 
video covering an anthropological topic. 
Print Challenge 

Week 10 (Oct 26) 

Topic: Designing video media for an 
anthropological audience 

Assignment 1: Video Challenge I. In pairs, 
create a short news video on a journal 
article from the Print Challenge. Be 
prepared to present to the class and to 
explain how you adapted your Print 
Challenge piece into video.  

Assignment 2: Video Challenge II. Alone or 
in a group, create something else based 
wholly or in large part on video. Be 
prepared to present it, justify your design 
decisions and audience, and take 
criticisms and critiques.



course 
outline

Kids Challenge 

Week 11 (Nov 2) 

Topic: How is anthropology presented to 
grade school kids? 

Guest Speaker: Jennifer Knutson, UWF 
graduate student, "I Dig Archaeology" 
club at Creative Learning Academy 

Discussion: See the Reading List.  

Assignment: Find at least one kids' book on 
anthropology (broadly conceived) at the 
library, bookstore, etc., and bring in to 
class. 

Week 12 (Nov 9) 

Topic: Designing something to teach kids 
about anthropology 

Assignment 1: Kids Challenge I. Working in 
p a i r s , p i c k a t o p i c r e l a t e d t o 
anthropology and explain it to kids in 
writing.  

Assignment 2: Kids Challenge II. Alone or in 
a group, create something else to teach 
kids about anthropology (either specific 
research or anthropology in general). Be 
prepared to present it, justify your design 
and audience, and take criticisms and 
critiques.

Avant-Garde Challenge 

Week 13 (Nov 16) 

Topic : What avant -garde forms o f 
presentation are being used to convey 
academic or scholarly information? 

Discussion: See the Reading List.  

Assignment: Find at least one example of 
what you would consider avant-garde 
presentation style and bring to class. 

Week 14 (*Nov 30*) 

Topic: Avant-garde anthropology! 

Assignment: Avant-Garde Challenge. Alone 
or in a group, create something 
awesome that has never or rarely been 
seen before in anthropology! 



SDRC — The Student Disability Resource 
Center suppor ts an inclusive learning 
environment for all students. If there are aspects 
of the instruction or design of this course that h i n d e r 

“I DIDN’T LEARN UNTIL I WAS IN 

COLLEGE ABOUT ALL THE OTHER 

CULTURES, AND I SHOULD HAVE 

LEARNED THAT IN THE FIRST GRADE. 

A first-grader should understand that his or her culture isn’t a rational 

invention; that there are lots of alternatives to our own society. Cultural 

relativity is defensible and attractive. It’s also a source of hope. It means we 

don’t have to continue this way if we don’t like it.” — Kurt Vonnegut


